
Conserving the woods, fields, streams,  

wetlands and other natural resources 

in the headwaters  of the Clinton, Flint, 

Shiawassee, & Huron Rivers. 

250 Acres Preserved 
 

In a little over 9 months, members of 

NOHLC, alumni of Camp Fire South-

east Michigan Council and neighbors, 

matched a grant from The Carls Foun-

dation and made it possible to sign a 

perpetual conservation easement cover-

ing the 250 acres of Camp Wathana in 

Rose Township. 
 

NOHLC members and Camp Fire alum-

ni who had once experienced the seclud-

ed outdoor setting responded rapidly to 

the challenge issued by The Carls Foun-

dation:  raise $100,000 from Oakland 

County contributors and it will be 

matched by our foundation that supports 

activities for children as well as preser-

vation of the environment. 
 

The donations were led by the extended 

family group of Burton-Share-Firestone 

who maintain a summer residence 

across Green Lake opposite Camp 

Wathana. Throughout the years they 

have supported Camp Fire’s continued 

camping opportunities that now benefit 

children from 10 counties.  The prospect 

of ensuring that the natural resources of 

the land would remain for generations to 

come was very persuasive to all the do-

nors, including the Lula Wilson Fund 

and the Lo Prete Foundation that assist-

ed in the match by honoring a family 

member who was a Camp Fire organizer 
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Thank-you to over 110 donors  

for their matching gifts! 
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NOHLC Gains National Recognition 

North Oakland Headwaters Land Conservancy is pleased to announce that 

we have been awarded the national distinction of being an accredited land 

trust. With this award NOHLC becomes one of 181 nationally accredited 

land trusts and one  of  only 9  located in Michigan. There are 1,700 land  

conservancies nationally with 40 located in Michigan. 
 

This accreditation certifies that NOHLC operates under the highest stand-

ards of ethics and  performance, and is uniquely  positioned to protect the 

land under our care in perpetuity.  This  provides  confidence to NOHLC 

land owners, partners and supporters that we have the knowledge,  leader-

ship and strategic vision to permanently conserve our community’s most 

precious natural resources.  
 

NOHLC  received  this  award after an  extensive review by independent  

experts of our governance and management, and the systems and policies 

we used to protect land. The award was given by the Land Trust Accredita-

tion Commission, an independent program of the Land Trust Alliance. 

Larry Kueter, Chairman, NOHLC Exec. Dir. Susan Julian, and Tam-
mara Van Ryn, Exec. Dir. Of Land Trust Accreditation Commission 

 What Does Accreditation Mean?     By Chuck Julian 
 

 NOHLC was awarded the status of “Accredited Land Conservancy” and formally presented with a symbolic plaque at 

the Land Trust Alliance Rally in Utah on October 1, 2012.  However, NOHLC members want to know what that means.  
 

In this modern era, most foundations and many private donors are reluctant to support non-accredited organizations.  They wish to be 

assured by an independent body that their donations are being used properly, that the books are in order, and that no money goes un-

accounted for.  They want assurances that money spent goes to lands deserving of conservation and that the lands already held by the 

conservancy are maintained properly. 
 

The Land Trust Alliance is a national convener, strategist and representative of  more than 1700 land trusts across America.  To meet 

LTA Accreditation Commission’s 12 standards, NOHLC reviewed and formalized its policies, expanded documentation of its work, 

established more rigorous back-up of documents, systematized Board reviews, changed its legal status to conform to Michigan non-

profit statutes, and improved upon financial record keeping.  NOHLC presented the evidence of annual independent financial reviews 

that showed a continuous history of appropriate use of donor funds. 
 

NOHLC Board trustees are proud to continue in the footsteps of the organization’s founding members.  LTA accreditation will help 

NOHLC reach out to new funders in the effort to expand preservation of land in Northern Oakland County and the surrounding are-

as.  This work has involved much of NOHLC’s time in the past three years. Now that it is completed, your conservancy can focus its 

attention on its original purpose--preserving land—implementing the strategies of the most successful, accredited   conservancies in 

the United States, a mere 181 out of 1700 organizations in 41 states. 

(Wathana continued from pg1)  

L to r:  Saulius Mikalonis, Att’y; Christopher Benedict, NOHLC Presi-
dent; Susan Julian, NOHLC Exec Director; Sue Edwards-Haesler, 

Camp Fire Bd Secretary; Jennifer Karteczka, Camp Fire Bd President; 

Mark Jacobs, Att’y. Not pictured: Emily Coyle, Att’y. 

funds were set aside to permanently protect Camp Wathana.  The sale of 

the “working lands” easement will help Camp Fire sustain its camping 

program.  The 140 acres of forest, two glacial lakes, two bog areas and 

the open fields of this remarkably natural camp site will remain undevel-

oped. The camp will be able to rebuild facilities and expand operations 

along explicit guidelines. The public will know that this headwaters re-

gion of the Buckhorn Creek tributary to the Shiawassee River will contin-

ue to provide clean water, wildlife habitat, unspoiled vistas and an out-

doors classroom where thousands of children may cherish the natural 

world and experience its environmental lessons. 
 

 NOHLC’s Board of Trustees is deeply grateful to The Carls Foundation 

and all the responders to the grant match for making this exceptional con-

servation action happen in such a short time.  This Capital Campaign 

gives your conservancy confidence that it can undertake major preserva-

tion efforts with full support of the local community. The pro bono assis-

tance provided through Community Legal Resources was key to finaliz-

ing this preservation project.  

 in the 1950’s. 
 

On October 11, a conservation easement purchase for 

$150,000 was signed and stewardship and legal defense 
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NOHLC Trailblazers—From left to right: Derrick and Katie Fries, Kay Robertson, Tom & Loraine Hall w/ their son & his wife, Joanne & Bob Inskeep, Tom Pytel, 
Mel Vaara, Gerry Fisher, Elizabeth Wagner, Tom Stone.  Not pictured: Tom Bullen, Mary Beth Huttenlocher, Jim Reed, Dan Travis and George White. Todd Roeser 

accepted an award on behalf of his father, Fred Roeser, deceased. 

Thank-you Trailblazers 
For 40 years NOHLC has been working to preserve the unique character of the natural resources and quality of life, for the commu-

nities and future generations of  NW Oakland County and surrounding areas. This year NOHLC has honored 17 individuals who 

had the foresight and conviction to start one of the first conservancy efforts in the country.  They laid the foundation for the empha-

sis on quality of life development in concert with nature that characterizes our region.  We are standing on the shoulders of their 

pioneering work.  As Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; 

indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 

NOHLC Trailblazers 

the Earth’s living systems and the threats to those systems.  This understanding is a call to action. 
 

Blue Heron Sustainers accept this responsibility by supporting the fundamental operations of North Oakland Headwaters Land Con-

servancy.  A Sustainer’s long- term financial commitment helps ensure the stewardship of land and water conservation, for this and 

future generations, by utilizing the dedication of NOHLC’s skilled staff and many volunteers. 
 

This is an invitation to make a pledge to work with others to fund NOHLC’s on-going preservation work.  Your pledge makes you a 

member of a distinguished club of visionaries who think globally and act locally. 
 

NOHLC welcomes our Blue Heron Sustainers’ Circle members to exclusive events and activities.  Those activities may include en-

gagement in our land acquisition projects, private tours, films and special events.  We believe that you will enjoy the camaraderie of 

other committed conservationists within the NOHLC community.  
 

Please call the office at 248-846-6547 to get in on the ground floor of an initiative that will support our continued growth by guaran-

teeing  a basic support level upon which the organization can build its yearly goals. 

People who deeply understand and believe in action that preserves the bio-diversity of Southeast Michigan 

and the gifts of nature to our well-being are invited to belong to the Blue Heron Sustainers’ Circle. 
 

You may be a birder, photographer, gardener or farmer.  You may enjoy fishing, hunting or hiking.   

Sustainers understand that Nature heals and beckons us to be on her side.  Sustainers possess knowledge of 

NOHLC’s Blue Heron Sustainers’ Circle  
By Bette Moen 

Sue Julian presenting 

award to Tom Stone Bob Inskeep Sue Julian presenting 

award to Jerry Fisher 



Ways You Can Donate to NOHLC 
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Kroger Plus Community Rewards Program:  If you shop at Kroger’s, you can get a Kroger Plus Card, if you 

don’t already have one.  To sign up for the Community Rewards Program, Go to 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com .  NOHLC’s NPO number is #91078. Enrolling in this program costs you 

nothing but benefits the Conservancy.  A percentage of your purchase amount will be contributed by Kroger to 

NOHLC every quarter.  It does not affect the credits you get towards fuel purchases by using your Kroger Card. 

Vehicle donations:  If you have a vehicle that you no longer need, it may be given to Charity Motors, a 501(c)(3).   

Their mission is to provide inexpensive transportation to people in need.  This can be done by driving your vehicle, 

with title, to their location at 10431 Grand River Avenue, Detroit, MI 48204 or you can call them to tow the  

vehicle at 888-908-2277.  When you make the donation to them, tell them that the proceeds are to go to North 

Oakland Headwaters Land Conservancy in Clarkston, MI.  Vehicles that are not drivable are sold at auction.  

You may take the fair market value of the vehicle as a tax deduction regardless of what they actually sell it for.  

Talk to your tax accountant for details.  They accept cars, trucks, motorcycles, boats, RVs, camper trailers and in 

some cases real estate.  More information is available at www.charitymotors.org.  

Designating NOHLC in your will:  This is easier than you think.  You can make a simple amendment to an  

existing will by naming Independence Land Conservancy d/b/a North Oakland Headwaters Land  

Conservancy (our legal name) for an amount of your choice. Upon administration of your estate, that amount 

will be deducted and donated to our conservancy. This is called a codicil, since it amends your existing will. In 

the completion of a codicil, a form must be created specifying the modifications to your existing last will and testament.  As with a 

last will and testament, it is necessary to witness  and date the codicil. NOHLC would appreciate notification if you should name 

our conservancy in your will, because some conservancies are surprised by such bequests made privately years before. There is 

plenty of advice available online, as well as from your attorney. 

 Membership Meeting -November 17th 

NOHLC survives on donations from people who believe in the mission of the Conservancy to protect land from destruction of  

habitat for plants, animals and even fungi as well as protect our own ground water resources and reduce the tendency of rivers to 

flood.  You can contribute in the following non-standard ways: 

  

Cedar Crest Academy is offering a meeting space in their gym at 10am, thanks to Board trustee Bette Moen.  Cedar Crest is located 

at 8970 Dixie Highway, a half mile north of the interchange at I-75. Your conservancy will offer traditional cider and donuts to en-

tice you to come and share your perspectives. President Christopher Benedict will employ Oakland County Planning and Economic 

Development Services’ “Audience Response System” so that people can participate in an interactive survey and view the group’s  

reactions to questions on the spot.  We hope these questions will provoke lively discussion. 
  

Your conservancy is at a turning point in its history.  It has evolved from the work of dedicated volunteers operating from their 

homes to an accredited organization capable of more complicated land transactions.  Yet the spirit of our Trailblazers forty years ago 

is still vibrant and the need for land preservation is even more important in a changing world. 
  

Please join other enthusiasts for an energizing discussion regarding the direction that your conservancy should be taking in the next 

few years as we head into our next 40 years of land preservation. Your opinion matters!  

Searching for an Executive Director 
NOHLC is in the process of hiring a full time Executive Director. NOHLC’s Board of Directors approved this pivotal move with the 

intention of increasing the organization’s focus on new conservation projects, strengthening community presence and growing pro-

gram & volunteer capacity. The shift to a full time Executive Director position also allows the new Director to explore innovative 

avenues for fundraising, grant acquisition and collaborative relationships to focus on; securing NOHLC’s financial stability;  and 

provide increased opportunities and capacity for conserving land.  
 

NOHLC expects to have a new Executive Director in place at the start of 2013. A description of the position is on our website. If 

you have comments or ideas about what you would like to see in an Executive Director, please contact the NOHLC office or come 

to our General Membership Meeting November 17. Your contributions to the organization have made this important step forward 

possible.  

NOHLC is celebrating its 40th Anniversary Year.  It is time to reflect on past accomplishments and chart the direction 

forward.  November 17th is an opportunity for NOHLC supporters and friends to help us determine our land preserva-

tion direction for the near future at our fall meeting.   

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
http://www.charitymotors.org


Join the Conservation Conversation at the 
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Please Save the Date: 
 

 

“Set the Compass” Fall Mtg  
Saturday, November 17, 2012  10:00am 
at Cedar Crest Academy.  
 

Annual Membership Meeting 
Saturday, January 26, 2013  10:00am 
at Springfield Civic Center 

 

“Tapas Trek” a progressive dinner at four  

of our preserves. Saturday, March 23, 2013  
5:00pm 

 

Biggest Week in Birding Destination Lake 

Erie shores, 2nd week of May, TBD 
 

Wild Ride in the Countryside  

motorcycle ride with  Boomers Roadhouse 

to promote land conservancy awareness.    
Sunday, June 9, 2013  

Great Blue Heron Golf Outing  
Save the date for great golfing at  

Atlas Country Club in Grand Blanc  

July 30, 2013.  
 

 

What you’re missing:  
Great blog reports by Melanie Foose  

(NOHLC Board Member & Great Outdoors Lover) 
 

MONARCHS 
 

ALL IT TAKES IS A FEW SEEDS 

Anyone can be a conservationist…… 

 just sprinkle a few seeds 
 

BLANDING’S TURTLE 
 

SMALL WHITE LADY’S SLIPPER 
 

VERNAL POOLS 
 

BLOODROOT 
 

SKUNK CABBAGE 

at www.NOHLC.org 

Wild Night Out - 40
th

 BIRTHDAY PARTY was a BLAST! 

Belize 

Mission Point-Pure Michigan 

African Safari 
Bidding FUN !  

Happy Volunteers  

Welcome 

Paintings 

Wall Art 

Happy People!! 

A GREAT time was had by all at NOHLC’s 

 40th BIRTHDAY BASH auction & dinner.   

Sculpture 

Pottery 

   Check It 

Out! 

For more information:  

www.NOHLC.org 

Public Welcome to all ! 
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A volunteer organization needs volunteers!  
 

The idea is simple - people who care about preservation of the natural environment drop in at 

their convenience to help out in ways that they enjoy.  Perhaps it’s doing office work when the 

weather is bad outdoors.  Or perhaps it’s outside work when the sun is shining.   
 

NOHLC can use many, many talents any day of the week.  So check out the great pictures of vol-

unteers having fun on our web page www.nohlc.org/Support-Us  and give us a call or fill out the 

volunteer form.  And if you would like to be an organizer of volunteers—wow, we’d love to hear 

from you! 

NOHLC Board Meets  

1st Mondays Each Month 
 

Four Board members are rotating off  the Board.  Thank you to Cory Johnston, 

Chet Koop, Dave McCarty and Dan Stencil for their service, making 2012 a very 

good year.  
 

NOHLC is seeking new board members with a variety of skills: CPA/treasurer, 

financial analysis, outdoor stewardship, governance, legal issues,  outreach/

communications, land acquisition and  membership development.   
 

Help us find people who are committed to land preservation who would be  

interested in serving on our Board.  
 

We are 40 years old and still soaring! 

 

 You are the power behind 

local conservation. 
 

www.NOHLC.org  

or call the office  

at (248)846-6547 


