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BHHC USES YOUR DONATIONS WISELY, READ ABOUT YOUR IMPACT

Ortonville Park is a Village Treasure

Ancient cedar trees will be
protected with a conservation
easement in Ortonville

Where do you find a grove of massive
cedar trees, a tamarack swamp,
tributaries to Kearsley Creek and a
marsh with a pond sporting wood
ducks all in the same 47 acres? In the
middle of the Village of Ortonville is
your answer.

This area was donated to the village
in the early 1980s by a nearby
subdivision with the idea that it
would remain natural and not be
turned into an amusement park. Given
the terrain and wet conditions, there
was little chance of that, but there
was controversy when the Iron Belle
Trail proposed to utilize the old
Detroit Urban Railway railbed that
passes along one edge of the
property.

That development concept failed,
and a new village council was elected
to come up with a better idea. Friends
Of Ortonville Trail, along with
Ortonville Village Manager Ryan
Madis, have proposed protecting the
area with a conservation easement to
Blue Heron Headwaters Conservancy.
Pedestrian trails will provide quiet
access, and gullies, spanned with
short bridges, will make Ortonville
Park a treasure for local residents.
BHHC is delighted to assist in this

effort. With co-sponsorship of MDNR funding,
the exceptional natural features can be
preserved and selectively improved. The
ancient cedar grove has no equal in Michigan’s
southern peninsula, and its tranquility can be
guarded forever.



Gettlng Kids Involved in Conservation

Paint Creek 4H volunteers with native seedballs
Pollinator garden at the Oakland County Fairgrounds

Making muddy seedballs is a great way to
introduce kids to conservation. Just ask
Melissa Zaluski, BHHC volunteer and
leader of the Paint Creek 4H equestrian
group. Since 2020, her Lake Orion-based
4H group has volunteered for BHHC
making native seedballs to spread on our
properties.

In addition to seedball making, the
group helps with our campaign to save the
endangered Poweshiek butterfly. The kids
maintain an award-winning pollinator
garden at the Oakland County Fairgrounds
in Davisburg, where they hand out our
brochures and include butterfly
conservation in their signage.

"Our youth is very interested in doing
what they can for the endangered
butterfly," Melissa explains.

The garden is next to the horse barn and
is a great backdrop for photos. Pollinator
favorites such as black-eyed Susans are
both beautiful and a pollinator food
source. The group takes their role in
providing butterfly habitat very seriously.

"It's great," Melissa says. "I'm pretty
proud of them."

Outstanding volunteer: Jean Gramllch

Thanks to Jean Gramlich, 2022 Tom Bullen
Award winner for oustanding volunteer
contributions. Jean has served on our
board for over a decade. We appreciate
her steady guidance and vision.

Jean provides scientific information,
helps evaluate potential properties, is
Stewardship Committee secretary, heads
the Governance Committee, recruits new
board members and helps raise funds.

Jean has connections throughout the
state. She is active in Master Gardeners,
Conservation Stewards, and other
environmental organizations.

Emily Duthinh and Jean Gramllch
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Your Support has Put us Over the Top!

Poweshiek skipperling & massaugua rattlesnake

When we realized that land under our
protection could help prevent the
extinction of an endangered butterfly, we
reached out to you to take action.
Donations from The Carls Foundation and
the Consumers Energy Foundation started
the campaign. Then over 126 individuals
chipped in to achieve the goal of
$275,000, helped significantly by match
funding from BHHC volunteers Greg and
Michele Petrosky.

BHHC has now purchased three parcels
in the Davisburg area that contain the fen
ecosystem the Poweshiek skipperling
butterfly needs. These actions are just in
time. Because so few butterflies were
found last summer, the only hope of
continuing the species is to raise them in
a protected environment and re-introduce
them to the appropriate habitat.

We have had many partners in this
effort. The US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) started a working group of
experts from the Midwest and Canada to
study the calamitous decline of a once
common prairie species. Geneticists,
ecologists, population biologists, zoo
experts and managers all pooled their
knowledge and met yearly for a decade

to come up with arecipe for the tiny
insect’s survival. As the number of wild
species declined, not enough were left
for breeding on the land.

Enter John Ball Zoo which, based on
earlier work of the Minnesota Zoo, is
finding success with “captive
breeding.” Your conservancy is
stewarding the fens of Davisburg as re-
introduction sites. Check out the
video made by partner Michigan Nature
Association (MNA.org) that shows these
wildlife warriors at work.

The donors to this conservancy are
heroes in this fight, too. In mid-March of
2023 you put us over the top in the
Poweshiek campaign to purchase and
steward the land which is itself a
declining habitat.

Far into the future, over 30 acres will
protect little Poweshieks as well as
showy giant St. Johns worts and
elusive Wilson’s snipes and endangered
Massasauga rattlesnakes. You can be
proud of your fight against the world-
wide struggle to maintain a variety of
wild species in a location close to home.

BHHC Volunteers & donors Greg & Michele Petrosky




Thank You, Volunteers

Anastasia Alexandrova, Sarah Angus,
Colleen Armstrong, Tom Ash, Alannis
Barber, Donna Barron, Dave Beglau,
Chris Benedict, Krista Bentley, Jennifer
Blake, Mary Blanchard, Betsy Boyd,
Nicole Brady, Nicole Breadon, Laura
Broda, Jim Brueck, Don Burlett, Dana
Campbell, James Carlton, Kevin Church,
Robert Cole, Michaela & Patty Collins,
Dessalee Cook, Denise DeCubber, Mike
Dougherty, Kathleen Dougherty, Patty
Dreslinski, Camila Duarte, Maria Dulce
Duarte, Emily Duthinh, Angie
Dutkiewicz, Tom Eibergen, Lorrie
English, Larry Falardeau, Sarah Ferrero,
Tina Fitzgerald, Patricia Reiset Flores,
Eileen Foley, Theresa Fougnie, Sharon
Gardner, Todd Gebhart, Jean Gramlich,
Macy Gustafson, Chris, Colleen & Kyle
Hardman, Audrey & Steve Harmon,
Taylor Haugen, Eric Haven, Debbie
Hendrickson, Mary Herzenstiel, Lauren
Hirschfield, Denice & Rick Hoeksema,
Laurie Horiszny, Jim & Leslie Hoskyns,
Deana Hunter, Adam Huttenstine,
Debbie Jackson, Dawn Jaggers, Israel
Rios Jaramillo, Ben, Charles & Sue

Julian, Maura Jung, Elizabeth Kata,
Andrea Keib, Pam Kilbarger, Gisela
Lendle, Kathy Knoebel, Colin, Madison &
Sherry Kortman, Carolynn Krause,
Hannah & Thad Landwerlen, Susanne
Les, Sean Loeffler, Carole Mackey,
Valerie Malaney, Beverly Mascio, Rex
Mathewson, Rick McAvinchey, Jeff
McDowell, Caitlin Maloney, Kay McKay,
Cheryl &, Michael McNeil, Mike Metz,
Bette Moen, Sally Naglich, Diane
Neigebauer, Marie Ney, Eileen Nolton,
Donna Papatheo-doropoulos, Diana
Payton, Lora & Lorenzo Perkins, Greg &
Michele Petrosky, Rene Plautz, Janet
Porter, Anne Prada, Brian & Diana
Ratzlaff, Theresa Ray, Catherine
Reichenbach, Denise Reinelt, Erin &
Paul Ritz, Nancy Rodda, Kate & Todd
Roeser, Kathy Rollins, Richard Rotramel,
Jeffery Schiffman, John Schindler,
Laurie Schubert, Doug & Pam Scovill,
David Siener, Nancy Sharer, Lynn
Simmons, Alec Smith, Lucy Smith,
Beverly Steffens, Gianna & Rebecca
Steketee, Madelyn Swan, Rudy Tousar,
Katelyn Vallier, Amanda Wakefield, Jeff
Ward, Blanche Wicke, John Wilberding,
Sue Williams, Avery Wissmueller, Julie
& Logan Wychuyse, Sue Wylie, Bob
Yazejian, Susan Yun, Marilyn Zigarac,
Laura Zigmanth, Marie, Lilly & Evertt
Zwiernik




THANKS TO ALL OUR 2022 DONORS JAN 1-DEC 31

Visionary

$1,000 and above
Angela & William Aldrich
Anonymous

Edith Cord Living Trust
Emily & Vuong Duthinh
Gunars & Baiba Ejups
Paul Gambka

Jean Gramlich

Thomas & Loraine Hall
Adam Huttenstine
Robert & Joanne Inskeep
Charles & Sue Julian
Kurt & Maura Jung

Bette Moen

Lora & Lorenzo Perkins
Greg & Michele Petrosky
Ronald & Nancy Rodda
Todd Roeser

Richard Rotramel

Bill Schneider & Frances Trail
Beverly Steffens & Gary Claudio
Ann Sullivan

Champion

$6500-999

Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation

Michael & Vesta DeRiso
Mike & Pam Dougherty
David W. Elliott Charitable Fund
Lawrence & Nancy Falardeau
Justin Hadley

Chris & Ken Hardman
Debbie Hendrickson
Lisa Irwin

James Kiner

Jo MacWilliams Wolf
Mike & Amy Metz
Thomas & Anne Pytel
Roeser Group, LLC
Margaret Sans

Jan & Dave Scislowicz
Sharad Stump

Ramon Wooton

Marilyn & Robert Zigarac

Conservator
$250-499

Matthew & Sara Ault
Jim Brueck

Leslie Clark

Matthew & Laura Cook
Bronwyn Cook

Costello & Associates

Lorrie & Gene English

Pierre Fuger

John & Cheryl Gault

Judith Graham

Joan Harbaugh

Susan Jones

Gisela Lendle King

Ryan MacWilliams

Steve & Michelle MacWilliams
Scott & Kathleen McGinn
Leon & Judith Mellen

Karla Olson-Bellfi
Rajput-Dasgupta Family
Barbara Rush & William Pavlik
Jason Trace

Roger Welsh

Ronald & Laurie Wurst

Robert & Beverly Walters
Laura Zigmanth & Michael Layne

Guardian

$100-249

Doris Applebaum

Jon & Lisa Asquini

Roberta Badgley

Zachary & Corena Bell

Chris & Rebecca Benedict

Pete Blank & Erin Parker

Nicole & Todd Breadon

Steven & Sheryl Briggs

Betsy Cain Keidan & Richard

Keidan

James & Linda Carlton

Gary & Cynthia Casey

Dessalee Cook

Michael & Deb Corazza

Craig Cotter

Kathleen Dougherty & Hartley

Anglin

Timothy Failer & Kristen Lee
Failer

Joseph & Joyce Figa

Ed & Joan Figura

Gerald & Julie Fisher
Robert & Suzanne Fluck
Kelly Daly Flynn & Dave
Beglau

Norbert Froeschke

Lisa & Bob Fuller

Ronald Gamble

Sharon Gardner & Robert
Huth

Ryan Gillespie

Greg & Sharon Greene
James Grondin

Ron & Crystal Haase

Bill Haney

Robert & Catherine Haar
Clark Headrick & Eileen
Bullen

John & Virginia Higgins
Melinda Hill

Joe Hutson

Angela Igrisan

Debbie Jackson
Timothy Kish

Chester & Jan Koop
Mark & Beth Kudla
Tracy Laveque

Pamela Lewis

Jeff Lichty & Mary Sloan
James Lloyd

Suzanne MacWilliams
John Marsh

Bernard & Lorraine Martin Il
Janette Martin

Debra McCarty

Michael & Cheryl McNeil
David & Diane Michelson
Donna Papatheodoropoulos
Tim & Julie Patterson
Jim Pistilli

Steven Presby

Paul Rabaut

Brian & Diana Ratzlaff
Jim & Barbara Reed
Douglas & Judy Roeser
Anne Ross

Randy & Kate Safford
James Scharl

Jeffery Schiffman
Maurice & Cynthia Ryan

00



THANKS TO ALL OUR 2022 DONORS JAN 1-DEC 31

Guardian

$100-249

Paul Shanbrom & Dana
Nehring Shanbrom

Daniel Share

Walter & Joyce Simmer

Mary Sloan

David Sweet & Belinda Seal-
Sweet

Sue & Donald Topping

Vanessa Topping

Fred & Alyce Townsend

Anne Vaara

Katherine VanHoy

Suzanne Van Landingham

Tracy VanSumeren

Jolyn Vita

Neil Wallace

Andy Weine

Robert & Suzanne White

Brian & Blanche Wicke

Kristen Wiltfang

Eric & Laverne Woodward

Hillary Woodward

Margaret Yerman

Susan & John Yun

Protector

$60-99

Lola Augustine

Dan & Karen Badgley
David & Marion Barran
Robert & Francis Brendel
Theresa Chenoweth
Basia Dabrowski

Jamie DeMonaco

John & Barbara Diliegghio
Mary Dresbach

Janet Eby

Donald & Jane Ensley
Patrick & Michelle Ervin
Jeff & Gloria Finken
Susanne Greenlee

Lin Hanley

Fay Hansen

Terry & Betty Haran
Mary & Frank Herzenstiel
Jim & Leslie Hoskyns
Doug Icenhower

Ben Julian & Jiumei Chen
Elaine Kaufman

Tony Kayyod

Bill & Barbara Kenny

Pam Kilbarger

Michael & Virginia Knag

Roger & Kathy Knoebel

Carolynn Krause

Kata Leonard

Rebecca Lopez

Valerie Malaney

Penelope & John Mason

Gordon & Elly McCue

James McEwan

Douglas & Ann Mclnnis

Gary & Susan Nassar

Elizabeth Neuville & Greg
Swett

Raeana Oleszkiewicz

Iris Parlangeli

John Patterson

Ronald Perkins

Dean Pierson

Myrna Poirier

Merle Richmond

Sue Ring

Lois Robbins

Edith Schmitz

Rob & Donna Shea

Ralph Shultz

Melissa Siegle

Alec Smith

Claire Stilley

Brad & Carey Stricklin

Greg Swett

|

Make it Easy
Sign up;for monthlyor
-annual giving and your
-donations are-automatic

Sharon Thompson

Karen Troshynski-Thomas
David Truman

Mary L. Wermuth

Bob & Judi Woolley
Susan Wylie

Supporter

$25-49

Marilyn & Gary Andrachick

Alicia & Nick Arkwright

Meg Beutler

James & Lucy Bishop

Alissa Chrisekos

Kevin Church

Ingrid Crawford

Amanda Dangel

Diane DeClerck

Denise DeCubber

Lynda Dingel

Leon Faulkender

Theresa Fougnie

David Galpin

Christopher Harbowy

Nelson Haynes

Mary Himburg

Deana Hunter

Thomas Laundroche

David & Suzanne Lossing

Cindi Martineau

Suzanne & Matt Nalipinski

Marie & Joseph Ney

Jean Persely

Raymond & Patricia
Pfenning

Rose Marie Plautz

Barbara Saul

llana Schmier

Nancy Sharer

Leon Sharpe

Mike Sobieski

Aaron & Rebecca Steketee

Patti Street

Tisbest Philanthropy

Daniel Travis

Michael & Barbara
Veillette

Margaret Youngs

00



Friend

$6-24

Patricia Campbell

Madison Devine

Marilyn & William
Grossman

Marji Lasky

John Lauve

Kassi Mclnerney

Liz Salata

Laura Stillman

Beverly Territo

Shauna Tindall

James & Nichole Vassallo Il

Memoria

Gifts made in memory of
the name in bold

Dennis Harrington

Dan & Karen Badgley,
Patricia Campbell,
Kathleen Dougherty,
John Marsh, Anne Ross,
llana Schmier, Edith
Schmitz, Sharon
Thompson, Suzanne Van
Landingham, Brian &
Blanche Wicke,

Delta Marquette Barkell
Craig Cotter

Robert Coffey
Kathleen Dougherty
Helen & Gomer Jones
Sue & Chuck Julian
Morris Demey

Bernard & Lorraine Martin
Betty Rabaut

Paul Rabaut

Bernard "Skip" Wendt
Andrew Orosan-Weine

Honorarium

Gifts made in honor of

the name in bold

Emily Duthinh

Genesee District Library

Clarkston Farm & Garden

Deer Lake Property
Owners

Leon & Judith Mellen

Open Gate Garden Club

Lora Perkins

John & Virginia Higgins
Iris Parlangeli

Dick Hill

Craig Cotter
Alexander Chen
Julian

Nancy & Ronald Rodda
Lois Robbins

Hillary Woodward

Corporate Sponsors

Consumers Energy

Foundation

Country Oaks
Landscape

Daniel Krug &
Associates, Inc.

Indivior, Inc.

Waterford Bank, N.A.

Partner Donations

Amazon Smile Kroger
Network for Good

Oakland Audubon
Wild Ones Landscape, LTD

Clarkston Farm &
Garden Club
Benevity

THANKS TO ALL OUR 2021 DONORS JAN 1-DEC 31

L Think About It
Include us in your will &

THANKS TO OUR SUSTAINERS

Nature Sustainers

By making a monthly gift you
pledged to support our
mission and allowed us to plan
our work more effectively.
Alicia & Nick Arkwright

Chris & Rebecca Benedict
Nicole & Todd Breadon

James & Linda Carlton
Cynthia & Gary Casey

Leslie Clark

Mike & Pam Dougherty

Emily & Vuong Duthinh

Gunars & Baiba Ejups

Kelly Daly Flynn & Dave Beglau
Robert & Catherine Haar

Chris & Ken Hardman

Angela Igrisan

Charles & Sue Julian

Gisela Lendle King

Michael & Amy Metz
Lora & Lorenzo Perkins
Ron & Nancy Rodda
Sharad Stump

Blue Heron Sustainers
By generously pledging a
minimum annual gift or
cumulative monthly gift of
$1,000 or more you helped
quicken the pace of
conservation.

Paul Gambka

Jean Gramlich

Thomas & Lorraine Hall
Charles & Sue Julian

Kurt & Maura Jung

Bette Moen

Ronald & Nancy Rodda
Richard Rotramel
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Come see the Land
You Help Protect

You have helped preserve it. Now we are
inviting you to see it. We are hosting
several property tours from spring to fall.
You will be able to sign up on our web site
or through our NatureNews email.

May 24 Night Hike in the Prairie at
Voorheis-Beardsley in Clarkston

June 10 Kayak Launch Grand Opening in
Holly

August 3 Poweshiek Celebration at the
Butterfly Preserve in Davisburg

Sept 16 Morning Walk with Fringed
Gentian at Davis Lake in Davisburg

Oct 15 Fall Colors at the Kimball Preserve
in Clarkston




